Professional Doctorates in the UK and
Ireland

The aim of this survey is to gather information to inform a UKCGE report on the provision,
structures and growth of Professional Doctorates across the UK and Ireland. The study is being
conducted by Carolyn Wynne from Coventry University, Jennie Eldridge from University Alliance
Doctoral Training Alliance and Dr Owen Gower from the UK Council for Graduate Education.
The survey is being disseminated to Deans and Directors of Graduate Schools/Doctoral
Colleges or equivalent in the UK and Ireland. Your participation in the survey is entirely
voluntary. If you are happy to take part, please answer the following questions relating to
Professional Doctorate provision, enrolments and institutional strategy. Your answers will help
us to establish the position and popularity of Professional Doctorate provision in the UK and
Irish Universities. Your answers will be treated confidentially and the information you provide
will be kept anonymous in any research outputs/publications. Where we have asked for your
institution, this is for the purpose of data analysis only in identifying trends across different types
and sizes of institutions. Individual responses will not be attributed to a specific institution. You
will be able to return to partially completed responses by returning to the survey link, however
incomplete responses will be automatically deleted once the survey closes on 31st March 2025.
You are able to withdraw your data and participation without giving a reason within 2 weeks of
the survey closing date. Your data will be held securely on Coventry University’s OneDrive File
System. All data will be deleted by 31st March 2028. The research was granted ethical approval
by Coventry University’s Research Ethics Committee under reference number P181685. The
survey should take approximately 20 minutes to complete.

| have read and understood the information above

Yes (1)

Page 1 of 29



| understand that it is optional to provide my name and institution at the end of the survey and
that in doing so, my answers will no longer by anonymised but will be treated confidentially and |
can withdraw my responses of this survey from the research. | understand that if don't provide
my name and institution, my answers will be fully anonymised and it will not be possible to
withdraw them from the research once | have completed the survey.

Yes (1)

| agree to take part in this survey

Yes (1)

This survey will ask you about your institutions provision of Research Professional Doctorates
(first section) and Taught Professional Doctorates (second section).

For the purpose of the this survey, we define Research Professional Doctorates as those
Programmes that are returned to HESA as a Research Degree and contribute to your
institutions REFable completions. In this next section we will ask you a number of questions
about Research Professional Doctorates. There will be separate section on Taught Professional
Doctorates further on in the survey.

Q1 Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates?

Yes (1)

No (2)
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Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = No

Q2 Has your institution previously offered Research Professional Doctorates?
) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = No

Q3 Is your institution intending on developing Research Professional Doctorates over the next 5
years?

) Yes (1)
() Maybe (2)

) No (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = No

Q4 Please indicate the rationale for this.
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Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q5 Please indicate what Research Professional Doctorates are offered at your institution.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q6 Over the last 5 years the number of Research Professional Doctorates programmes in your
institution have:

Increased (1)
Decreased (2)

Stayed the same (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q7 Over the last 5 years the number of enrolments on your Research Professional Doctorate
programmes have:

Increased (1)
Decreased (2)

Stayed the same (3)
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Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q8 Are all of your Research Professional Doctorates meeting recruitment targets as intended
when the programmes were designed?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q9 How are your Research Professional Doctorates offered?
) Full time only (1)
) Part time only (2)

() Both full and part time on all programmes (3)

) Full and part time on select programmes (4)

Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q10 Is your institution considering closing any of your Research Professional Doctorate
programmes?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)
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Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Research Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q11 We would be interested in understanding the reasons for this (please select all that apply).

The funding that the programme was attached to no longer exist (1)

The programme was developed for a specific partner who no longer utilises it (2)

There is insufficient interest from UK applicants (3)

There is insufficient interest from International applicants (4)

University leadership does not want us to offer Professional Doctorates (5)

We can't compete with other HEIs that have a strong reputation in offering
Professional Doctorates (6)

UK funders prefer to fund PhDs (7)

International funders prefer to fund PhDs (8)

We are reframing the programme/s into other doctoral programmes (9)

Other (10)

Display This Question:

If We would be interested in understanding the reasons for this (please select all that apply).

Q12 If you selected "other" in the previous question, please use this space to tell us.
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Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Research Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q13 Which programmes are you considering closing?

Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Research Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q14 Will your institution be developing other doctoral programmes to replace them?
) Yes (1)
() Maybe (2)

) No (3)

Display This Question:

If Will your institution be developing other doctoral programmes to replace them? = Yes

Q15 If you responded "yes" to the previous question, we would be interested to learn more
about these. Please use the space below to provide more detail.
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Q16 Has your institution replaced any Research Professional Doctorates with other doctoral
level programmes?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Has your institution replaced any Research Professional Doctorates with other doctoral level prog...
= Yes

Q17 If you responded "yes" we would be interested in what was replaced, by what and why.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q18 Is your institution planning to increase the number of Research Professional Doctorate
Programmes?

Yes (1)

No (4)

Display This Question:

If Is your institution planning to increase the number of Research Professional Doctorate
Programmes? = No

Q19 If "no" please indicate why this is.

Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q20 Please rank in level of importance, what influences your institution's strategy around
offering and where relevant, increasing the provision of Research Professional Doctorates (1
being the greatest influence, 7 being the least influence).

Increase PGR fee income (1)

Increase PGR numbers (2)

Improve access to doctoral education through widening participation (3)

Engagement with collaborative partners, business, industry and third sector (4)

Provision of the development of distinct skills in specific sectors (5)

Complement other CPD provision in the institution (6)

Contribution to civil and social responsibility through practical research (7)

Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q21 If there are other influences please use the space below to indicate what they are and how
they would be ranked.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q22 Please indicate the primary market for your Research Professional Doctorate programmes.

Home (1)

International (2)

Members of staff (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q23 What is the proportion of Research Professional Doctorate candidates against your total
PGR community?
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Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q24 Is there improved representation from under represented groups among your Professional
Doctorate cohorts?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

() It's about the sme (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

And Is there improved representation from under represented groups among your Professional
Doctorate... = Yes

Q25 If "yes", please indicate how representation is improved.

Age (1)

Gender (2)

Disability (3)

Ethnicity (4)

Socio Economic Group (5)

Religion (6)

O000000

Other under represented group (7)
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Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q26 Do your Research Professional Doctorates have separate regulations or are they included
in your Research Degree Regulations?

Separate Regulations (1)

Included in Research Degree Regulations (2)

Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q27 Please indicate what the typical entry requirements would be for your Research
Professional Doctorates. (Please select all that apply.)

Bachelors degree (minimum 2:1) (1)
Masters Degree (2)

IELTS overall of 7.0 (3)

IELTS overall of 6.5 (4)

Experience of working in a designated profession (5)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q28 Do your Research Professional Doctorates consider Professional Equivalency as an
alternative to academic qualifications for entry requirements?

Yes (1)

No (2)
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Display This Question:
If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q29 Are your Research Professional Doctorate Programmes developed from a standard
institutional framework?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q30 Do your Research Professional Doctorates have different practices or policies in relation to
assessment and viva?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

And Do your Research Professional Doctorates have different practices or policies in relation to
asse... = Yes

Q31 If "yes", we would be interested to know how they are different.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q32 How do submission and completion rates on your Research Professional Doctorate
programmes differ to other doctoral programmes?

Rates are better (1)
Rates are worse (2)

Rates are about the same (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q33 How are Research Professional Doctorate candidates mainly funded in your institution?

Self funded (1)
Employer/sponsor funded (2)

Research Council (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q34 Has your institution offered any scholarships for Research Professional Doctorates?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

And Has your institution offered any scholarships for Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q35 If you responded "yes", please indicate what has been offered and on what programmes.
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Q36 Please indicate if your institution considers any of the following types of doctoral
programme to be targeted at and attractive to Professionals?

Structured PhD (1)

PhD by prior published work (2)

Practice based PhDs (3)

PhD by Publication (4)

Other (5)

Q37 If you selected "other" please specify
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For the purpose of the this survey, we define Taught Professional Doctorates as those
Programmes that are not returned to HESA as a Research Degree and do not contribute to your
institution's REFable completions.

Q38 Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = No

Q39 Has your institution previously offered Taught Professional Doctorates?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = No

Q40 Is your institution intending on developing Taught Professional Doctorates over the next 5
years?

Yes (1)
Maybe (2)

No (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = No
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Q41 Please indicate the rationale for this.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q42 Please indicate what Taught Professional Doctorates are offered at your institution.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q43 Over the last 5 years the number of Taught Professional Doctorates programmes have:

Increased (1)
Decreased (2)

Stayed the same (3)
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Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q44 Over the last 5 years has the number of enrolments on Taught Professional Doctorate
programmes have:

) Increased (1)
() Decreased (2)

@, Stayed the same (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q45 Are all of your Taught Professional Doctorates meeting recruitment targets as intended
when the programmes were designed?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes
Q46 How are your Taught Professional Doctorates offered?

) Full time only (1)

) Part time only (2)

) Both full and part time on all programmes (3)

) Full and part time on select programmes (4)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q47 Is your institution considering closing any of your Taught Professional Doctorate
programmes?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Taught Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q48 We would be interested in understanding the reasons for this (please select all that apply).

The funding that the programme was attached to no longer exist (1)

The programme was developed for a specific partner who no longer utilises it (2)

There is insufficient interest from UK applicants (3)

There is insufficient interest from International applicants (4)

University leadership does not want us to offer Professional Doctorates (5)

We can't compete with other HEIs that have a strong reputation in offering
Professional Doctorates (6)

UK funders prefer to fund research doctorates (7)

International funders prefer to fund research doctorates (8)

We are reframing the programme/s into other research professional doctorates

Other (10)
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Display This Question:

If We would be interested in understanding the reasons for this (please select all that apply).

Q49 If you selected "other" in the previous question, please use this space to tell us.

Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Taught Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q50 Which programmes are you considering closing?

Display This Question:

If Is your institution considering closing any of your Taught Professional Doctorate programmes? =
Yes

Q51 Will your institution be developing other doctoral programmes to replace them?
) Yes (1)
() Maybe (2)

) No (3)
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Display This Question:

If Will your institution be developing other doctoral programmes to replace them? = Yes

Q52 If you responded "yes" to the previous question, we would be interested to learn more
about these. Please use the space below to provide more detail.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q53 Is your institution planning to increase the number of Taught Professional Doctorate
Programmes?

) Yes (1)
) No (4)

Display This Question:

If Is your institution planning to increase the number of Taught Professional Doctorate Programmes?

Q54 If "no" please indicate why this is.
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Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q55 Please rank in level of importance, what influences your institution's strategy around
offering and where relevant, increasing the provision of Taught Professional Doctorates (1 being
the greatest influence, 7 being the least influence).

Increase fee income (1)

Increase student numbers (2)

Improve access to doctoral education through widening participation (3)

Engagement with collaborative partners, business, industry and third sector (4)
Provision of the development of distinct skills in specific sectors (5)

Complement other CPD provision in the institution (6)

Contribution to civil and social responsibility through practical taught degree provision

(7)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q56 If there are other influences please us the space below to indicate what they are and how
they would be ranked.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q57 Do your Taught Professional Doctorates have separate regulations or are they included in
your Postgraduate Taught Degree Regulations?

Separate Regulations (1)

Included in Taught Degree Regulations (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q58 Please indicate what the typical entry requirements would be for your Taught Professional
Doctorates. (Please select all that apply.)

Bachelors degree (minimum 2:1) (1)
Masters Degree (2)

IELTS overall of 7.0 (3)

IELTS overall of 6.5 (4)

Experience of working in a designated profession (5)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q59 Do your Taught Professional Doctorates consider Professional Equivalency as an
alternative to academic qualifications for meeting entry requirements?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q60 Are your Taught Professional Doctorate Programmes developed from a standard
institutional framework?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q61 Do your Taught Professional Doctorates have different practices or policies in relation to
assessment?

) Yes (1)
) No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Research Professional Doctorates? = Yes

And Do your Taught Professional Doctorates have different practices or policies in relation to
assess... = Yes

Q62 If "yes", we would be interested to know how they are different.

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes
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Q63 How are Taught Professional Doctorate candidates mainly funded in your institution?
Self funded (1)
Employer/sponsor funded (2)

Other (3)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q64 Has your institution offered any scholarships for Taught Professional Doctorates?

Yes (1)

No (2)

Display This Question:

If Does your institution offer Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

And Has your institution offered any scholarships for Taught Professional Doctorates? = Yes

Q65 If you responded "yes", please indicate what has been offered and on what programmes.
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Q66 From your experience, where do you see the main challenges in recruiting to and
developing Professional Doctorates

Lack of willingness in my institution to develop them (1)

There is less international recognition of the Professional Doctorate (2)

The perception of not having parity with the PhD still exists (3)

There are funding constraints for the Professional Doctorate over the PhD (4)

There continues to be a lack of understanding of the value of Professional
Doctorates among Academics and University Leaders (5)

There continues to be a lack of understanding of the value of the Professional
Doctorate among employers (6)

There continues to be a lack of understanding of the value and purpose of the
Professional Doctorate among prospective applicants (7)

Other (8)

Q67 If you selected "other" please use this space to provide more detail.
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Q68 Your name (optional)

Q69 Please indicate your institution (optional)
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Q70 What is the size of your PGR community (headcount)?
<250 (1)
251-500 (2)
501-750 (3)
751-1000 (4)
1001-1250 (5)
1251-1500 (6)
1501-1750 (7)
1751-2000 (8)
2001-2500 (9)
2501-3000 (10)
3001-3500 (11)
3501-4000 (12)

>4000 (13)
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Q71 Which group of HEI does your institution fit into? (please select all that apply)

Pre 1992 (1)

Post 1992 (2)

University Alliance (3)

GuildHE (4)

MillionPlus (5)

The Cathedrals Group (6)

Russell Group (7)

Irish University (11)

Technological University (12)

Institute of Technology (13)

College of Education (14)

Other (9)
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