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=@®= Postgraduate C uate (taught) First degree Other undergraduate

Source: HESA 2023, Student statistics 2023



Design, creative, performing arts
Media, journalism, comms
Combined and general studies
Education and teaching
Historical, phil, religion
Language and area studies
Business and management
Law

Social sciences

Geography, earth, env
Architecture, building and planning
Computing

Engineering and technology
Mathematical sciences
Physical sciences

Agriculture, food

Veterinary sciences
Psychology

Biological and sport sciences
02 Subjects allied to medicine
01 Medicine and dentistry

Source: HESA 2023, Student statistics 2023
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Public and private goods: the four variations

QUAD. I: CIVIL SOCIETY QUAD. II: SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

Teaching: Free places, low
value differentials

Teaching: Private learning

in Internet, libraries

Research: Publicly funded,

Research: Self-made
integral to researcher

scholarship and inquiry
Non-state
sector

sector
goods

QUAD. IV: COMMERCIAL MARKET QUAD. Ill: STATE QUASI-MARKET

Teaching: Commercial Teaching: Quasi market in
market in tuition/degrees student places/degrees

Research: State quasi-market,
product formats

Research: Commercial
research and consultancy

NOTE: State, institutions and individuals are active
agents in all four quadrants

Source: Simon Marginson (2016), Public / private in higher education



Positioning HE in England (1)

‘We all gain from living in an educated society,
not just culturally or intellectually, but
materially...But at the same time, a degree
confers a significant private benefit.... the OfS
will be a classic market regulator’

Source: Jo Johnson 2017, Delivering value for money for students and taxpayers

‘The OfS will have a duty in connection with
access and participation across all its functions, so
widening access and participation for students
from disadvantaged backgrounds truly will be at
its very core.’

Source: Jo Johnson 2016, Evidence to Public Bill Committee



Positioning HE in England (2)

‘A good education is the closest thing we have to a
silver bullet when it comes to making people’s
lives better.’

Source: Rishi Sunak 2023, 5 Key priorities for 2023

‘“Trailblazing science and innovation have
been in our DNA for decades....That’s why
we're setting out 10 key actions under a bold
new plan to cement our place as a global
science and technology superpower by 2030.

b

Source: Rishi Sunak 2023, Plan to forge a better Britain through science and technology

‘The Office for Students must make
rebalancing higher education a priority
and incentivise universities to offer
degrees which will meet our skills needs.’

Source: Robert Halfon 2018, Reaching the parts universities have missed



Positioning HE in England (3)

Higher education
policy statement &
reform consultation

Government consultation

Success as a

Knowledge Economy: Launch date 24 February 2022

Respond by 6 May 2022

Independent panel report to the

Review of Post-18
Education and Funding

BIS |t
i

Students at the Heartof the
System




Positioning HE in Scotland and Wales

‘We see colleges and universities as vital
ingredients in the drive for economic
and social renewal and a green
recovery...We agree that we should take
a whole-system view of coherent tertiary
provision and any necessary changes
should take account of inter-connections
and impacts...We are keen to support
and incentivise active, committed
partnerships and collaborations across
the sector in learning and teaching, and
research.’

Source: Scottish Government 2021, Tertiary Education and Research - Scottish Funding

Council Review: Scottish Government Response

‘The Commission will help institutions build
on their own strengths and mission. And at
the same time, it will support each one to
operate and complement each other, as part
of a whole sector approach, distinctive
institutions working in partnership,
partnership between universities, and
between universities and other providers...by
being responsible and active in each
community and region, we maximise the
potential of all citizens or companies or

communities.’

Source: Jeremy Miles 2022, Distinctiveness, citizens, people and place



Divergent UK approaches to regulation and funding




Growth in PGT - England
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Growth in PGT — Scotland
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Growth in PGT — Wales
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Growth in PGT — Micro-credentials

Source: HESA 2023, Student statistics 2023
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Rishi Sunak gears up for new Cabinet
row over foreign students with plan to
allow them to work more to boost the
UK economy while Home Secretary

Master of machines: therise of artificial
intelligence calls for postgrad experts

Alis everywhere, and universities are keen to meet the needs of
industries including health, gaming autometives and finance

'Postgraduate study is the next social
mobility timebomb’

A new report warns the UK is heading for a shortage of academics
because too few students feel they can afford postgraduate study

Spatial disparities across labour
markets

Spatial inequalities in the UK are profound and persistent. This IFS
Deaton Review of Inequalities chapter looks at their impacts.




Thank you for listening

c.millward@bham.ac.uk
@Millward_Ch
@CoSS_ Birmingham



	, 25 April 2023
	Growth in UK higher education
	UK PGT by subject and domicile
	Positioning HE worldwide
	Positioning HE in England (1)
	Positioning HE in England (2)
	Positioning HE in England (3)  
	Positioning HE in Scotland and Wales
	Divergent UK approaches to regulation and funding 
	Growth in PGT - England
	Growth in PGT – Scotland 
	Growth in PGT – Wales
	Growth in PGT – Micro-credentials
	Capturing the public in taught postgraduate education
	Thank you for listening

