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Part 1
What is the PGT Dissertation

Sector/ expectations at M level
What is your experience of PGT dissertations?

Discussion: How should a PGT masters dissertation differ
from an undergrad or PGR dissertation / thesis?

Discussion: A good Masters dissertation should contain /
achieve?

Break 2.40 — 2.50pm



Part 2
Pressures/Challenges

e What is happening in the sector?

e Discussion: what challenges have you encountered and how
have you addressed them?

e 3.30pm Close



The PGT sector

 PGT represents around a fifth of all higher
education students in the UK (HESA 2020, SFC,

2020)

 PGT is not regarded as a distinctive HE market;
most focus on undergraduates or on research
postgraduate students.

* The range of PGT degrees is wide and
potentially confusing; they vary widely in terms
of function and intended outcomes.




What is your experience of PGT
dissertations?

Please add to the chat area



Expectations

* Are students expected to be working at Masters
level from Day 1

* Able to work independently

» Large piece of work as end point
* Time pressure

Thought of as ‘expert students™?




M- Level: ‘Facets of
‘Mastersness’
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0309877X.2017.1359502

How ‘APT’ is the dissertation?

 Academic: research focused, directly builds
on first degree

* Professional: students from a range of
subjects, clearly work focused

* Translational / conversion: students also likely
to be from a wide range: ‘sideways’ move

|l ent 2012



Some thoughts

e How are your students expected to think?

e \What do students need to understand?

e What expectations need to be
communicated?

e What are your students are expected to
produce?



Discussion 1

How should a PGT masters dissertation differ
from an undergrad or PGR dissertation / thesis?

(15 mins)



Back in the room

How should a PGT masters dissertation differ
from an undergrad or PGR dissertation / thesis?

What did you discuss?



Discussion 2

A good Masters dissertation should contain /
achieve?

(10 mins)



Back in the room

A good Masters dissertation should contain /
achieve?

What did you decide?



Break time!

(10 mins)
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Part 2

Pressures/ challenges ?



What is happening in the sector?

» Larger cohorts
* Lack of time
* Challenge to pedagogical relationships

* Fear of misconduct (especially generative
Al)



Discussion 3

What challenges have you encountered and how
have you addressed them?

(15 mins)



Back in the room

What challenges have you encountered and how
have you addressed them?

What did you decide?



Towards enhanced practice

e Clear communication and shared
expectations

e Getting started
e Providing scaffolding
e Record keeping

e Feedback

(Pilcher, 2011; Pringle Barnes and Chen, 2019; Neupane Bastola, 2021; Basturkmen et
al., 2014)






THANK YOU!
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