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What	is	the	focus	of	this	research?	 
There are long-standing academic disagreements about the 
value of homework in primary schools, with critics from 
research communities publishing contradictory peer-reviewed 
material suggesting it to be perhaps useful, perhaps ineffective 
or perhaps potentially harmful to children.  
 
Research into homework has proved problematic, often 
because of the difficulty of isolating homework factors from the 
many other issues which impact on learning, progress and 
attainment. 
 
There has been a call for more small-scale studies to examine 
homework from a qualitative perspective and particularly to 
help us learn more about the views of those who are setting, 
supporting and completing the homework (Hallam, 2006).  
 
Homework causes tension among parents at this school and 
some have previously told me (at consultation meetings, 
through informal conversations and by commenting in their 
child’s home/school diary) that they do not understand why it is 
set, what purpose it serves or what their role is in supporting 
their children’s learning at home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	
	
		

Methodological	considera@ons	

How	has	this	research	been	designed?	
This study is located within a qualitative, epistemological paradigm 
and it employs a social constructivist research methodology. The 
researcher adopts the stance that homework is a socially 
constructed, socially described and socially conceptualised activity. 
 
This is insider research and the researcher is also the school’s 
headteacher. There is an acknowledgement that action research 
models and participatory enquiry approaches have influenced the 
research design but have not defined it. This research is a single 
case study located within one semi-rural primary school in Essex 

What	is	the	impact	of	this	research?	
A new framework for homework has been introduced. This 
represents a holistic approach to the formulation of a primary 
school homework policy. The framework addresses the needs of 
primary age pupils, their teachers and families in the context of 
this specific educational community. 
	
	

Research	findings	
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What	is	the	background	to	this	study? 
Some parents had previously told me that too much homework 
is set or that the type of homework given requires too much 
adult support; others have argued that too little homework is 
provided and they feel the need to supplement it with work 
they set themselves.  
 
Parental debate has continued over the frequency, marking, 
personalisation and timing of the homework we set because 
parents have told our teachers during consultation meetings 
that they want to do more to help their child but they feel 
confused about how to do so. Teachers themselves have 
struggled to know what homework to set, how much to set and 
what to do with it once it has been completed. 

I offer a new framework to support teachers and families and it 
concludes that, whilst existing literature is ambivalent in terms of 
the value, purpose and effectiveness of homework, stakeholders at 
this primary school consider it to have positive benefits both for 
learning and for the personal development of young children. 
However, these benefits are most evident when the homework 
tasks are interesting, varied, personalised and relevant to learners’ 
needs.  Families are supportive of homework when they can 
appreciate that it is meaningful to them and their children. 

What	did	I	learn?	
This study finds that parents, pupils and teachers recognise that 
homework has an important role to play in helping primary age 
children to learn, in developing positive learning habits and in 
promoting good personal and social skills. It discovers that there is 
confusion about parents’ roles in supporting homework. It 
demonstrates that homework should be made meaningful for 
families and engaging for pupils and that the foundation for 
successful homework lies within the quality of the tripartite 
relationships between teachers, children and parents. 
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