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Focus 

With a strong background in finance and a heavy work schedule I With a strong background in finance and a heavy work schedule I 
wanted to further my studies in a flexible, practical format that 
could not only further my achievements but also those of my or-
ganisation. My research project was about tax policies, mainly the 
Goods and Services tax. As a tax practitioner I am used to focusing 
on tax law and its applications. The research made me look at 
taxes on a wider scale and with a broader scope, especially their 
impact on the economy and society. The research enhanced both impact on the economy and society. The research enhanced both 
my practical and training skills.

Approach

I used a mixed methods approach but what was very important 
was the emphasis on critical, analytical skills and reflection on my 
own work experience rather than just interpreting the technical 
knowledge of the subject and this is what now informs my ap-
proach to my professional practice.

Impact and Effects

The major change I experienced was that the Professional StudThe major change I experienced was that the Professional Stud-
ies programmes at Middlesex University helped strengthen my 
analytical ability which  helps me in my professional role. I feel 
my role as a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) is not only to prac-
tice my profession based on professional ethics, standards, skills, 
techniques, rules and regulations, but also to transfer my learn-
ing skills and experience to my colleagues.
Where possible I have passed on and expanded my training 
methods and skills to other colleagues to include what I have 
benefited from.  The learning that emerged for me is what I 
want to happen for the people in my organisation. It is impor-
tant to learn a skill but what is more challenging is to encourage 
the development of a learning attitude. This has really helped 
develop our company into an organisation that is constantly 
learning.learning.

We are promoting professional studies to staff. They can learn 
from books or in a classroom when preparing for their profes-
sional examinations but ideally they need to learn the skills re-
quired for a work environment and from their experience. Most 
importantly this involves how to apply their learning from the 
literature to the work situation, how to work with concepts and 
theories, how to reflect on their experiential and academic 
learning in their professional role. Professional studies are part of 
professional learning. IWBL programmes help our organisations 
to build up the intellectual capital from the experience of the 
practitioners and their work projects. In other words, learners’ 
research capability and critical analytical skills developed by such 
an approach are then transferred into their organisations.

The Doctor of Professional Studies programme gave me 
confidence in myself; it gives my clients confidence in me as 
well. Certainly, this is not only because of the academic title, but 
it is also the enhancement of the research capability and the 
emphasis on professional ethics and public interests. Confidence 
in practice and confidence in theory, the Doctorate in Profession-
al Studies gives opportunities for the development of both to 
any individual thought leader in their chosen field. I can say now any individual thought leader in their chosen field. I can say now 
to colleagues and clients – work closely with Middlesex Universi-
ty to make a difference.

Professional Background

I run a public accounting firm in Hong Kong. Before that I had I run a public accounting firm in Hong Kong. Before that I had 
worked as Finance Director of a film production group which was 
engaged in a variety of businesses the main business being film 
production and distribution, but it had a diverse portfolio which 
also included catering, property investment and development. 
Before I started the Doctor of Professional Studies Programme I 
had already gained a BA (Hons) degree in Economics, Accountancy 
and Finance, LL.B, LL.M and an MA in Work Based Learning (Profesand Finance, LL.B, LL.M and an MA in Work Based Learning (Profes-
sional Education). 
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