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I am a member of the clergy and I run an organisation called SAFE 
ARMS which works to reduce the rate and impact of Domestic Vio-
lence in the BME community.

Focus 

My focus in is on a group of individuals who have experienced do-
mestic violence within the BME Pentecostal community in South 
East of London. 

Approach

The choice of method for this research is that of a Case Study. 
Qualitative methods of data collection are used in this study and 
the methods are interviews, focus groups and a survey. A pilot 
study for each data collection method was carried out.
The population in this study was 18 women and the sampling The population in this study was 18 women and the sampling 
frame was African women attending BME Pentecostal Churches in 
South London. There were six leaders from BME Pentecostal Com-
munities and twelve participants who had experienced domestic 
violence. 

Impact

The intended impact is to be able create the awareness of DoThe intended impact is to be able create the awareness of Do-
mestic Violence in BME Pentecostal Communities without any 
stigma attached to it and to equip the Church in dealing with 
spousal abuse. My aim is to help to create resources that can 
be used to create awareness and also to help in training 
clergy to deal with Domestic Violence. I hope these will in-
crease awareness of the complex dynamics of Domestic Vio
lence and reduce the rate of incidents  in this community.

The current effect is that this research has spurred me to or-
ganise a conference themed "Enlightening the Church on the 
Issues of Domestic Violence". I have organised this in partner-
ship with National Black Crown Prosecution Association, Crown 
Prosecution Service, Imkaan and Greenwich DVA services. I am 
really enthusiastic about this conference.
Though I run a lot of conferences on empowering Women, I 
have never done this type before. This research has enlight-
ened me, trained and equipped me with a lot of information 
and also given me the confidence to be able to say that Do-
mestic Violence is a crime.
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