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UKRI aims for non-HEI 
engagement

• “To provide opportunities for 
students, preparing them to 
follow a diversity of career 
paths within and beyond 
academia”

• “To enhance collaboration and 
knowledge exchange within 
and between academia and 
other sectors for the benefit of 
the students, collaborative 
partners, award holders and, if 
applicable, wider society”



Other benefits cited

Increased depth of 
understanding of sector 
by students

Real-world insights

Enhanced professional 
networks Practical experience



PGR provider categories
HEIs

Industry/third sector/CASE partner

Non-HEI research institutions
• Independent Research Organisations (88 

organisations, including Natural History 
Museum, RBG Kew and Institute of Zoology)

• Public Sector Research Establishments (29 
organisations, incl. Environment Agency and 
Natural England)

• UKRI institutes (25 organisations, incl. The 
Francis Crick Institute and John Innes Centre)



• 147 PhD students
• 34 UK universities (+ 37 

international)

• 123 PhD students
• 34 UK universities (+ 5 international)

• 79 PhD students
• 26 UK universities

• 190+ PhD students

• ~ 220 PhD students
• 3 UK universities

• ~ 100 PhD students
• 12 collaborating universities
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Research organisations and student provision:Research organisations and student provision:

1. Resources

>80 million specimens Extensive molecular labs Imaging and analysis labs



Herbarium (7 million specimens) Fungarium (1.25 million specimens) Millenium seed bank

(2.4 million seeds)
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Research organisations and student provision:

And extensive digitisation projects…



Digital collections

Plant DNA C-values Database: 
18,283 records

Medicinal Plant Names Services: 
 452,612 records

World Checklist of Vascular Plants: 
 1,383,297 records

International Plant Name Index (IPNI)
 1,400,000 records

Kew Tree of Life Explorer: 
10,699 angiosperm specimens

Plants of the World Online: 
1,198,000 records
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- World leader in taxonomy and species identification: together, NHM and Kew described over 400 
new species in 2025 (including those described by students!)

Research organisations and student provision:

2. Expertise

The bloodstained lip of Telipogon cruentilabrum, a new Ecuadorian orchid 
species that mimics insects to attract pollinators. © Gabriel Iturrald

L-R: Solanum stellaticalycium ©M. A.Cueva, Heinrichiellus brevispinus ©A.P. Ranjith, Cyrtodactylus kampingpoiensis ©Christina Ching 
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Research organisations and student provision:

3. Public engagement and policy

PhD student Srishti speaking in the 2025 Royal Institution Christmas Lectures 
© BBC 

PhD student Ewan in a BBC article about naming a newly identified species 
© BBC

PhD student Laura at COP30, participating in the 
International Cryosphere Climate Initiative (ICCI) at the 
Cryosphere Pavilion © Laura Molares Moncayo
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Research organisations and student provision:

4. Community and bigger picture

RBGK x NHM 3MT, Spring 2026 IGNITE, GW4+ and ACCE+ training, NHMPlacements at Kew



Multiple cohorts - challenges

University

DTP / DLA Research 
partner

PGR

Doctoral school, registry, 
academic department

Training 
programme, 
reporting

Supervision, 
cohort 
activities, 
support

Cultivating 
belonging

Competing 
requirements

Balancing 
priorities



Summary

Hidden PGR community

Extent of doctoral provision 
across IROs and similar

Different to industry/CASE 
partnerships

Benefits

Knowledge exchange

Non-HEI research culture

Access to public engagement, 
policy and advocacy

Broader networks

Challenges

Multiple cohorts

Conflicting requirements

Sense of belonging



Community. Collaboration. Connection.

How can universities and non-HEIs work together to nurture 
– and build upon – this substantial PGR community?



Thank you
Helen Robertson
Natural History Museum
Helen.Robertson@nhm.ac.uk

Fiona Wilkie
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

F.Wilkie@kew.org
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