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Pu b lic  Vie w  o f Ph D s t u d e n t s
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Ph Ds  h a v e  a n  im a g e  p r o b le m .
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Ph D Ca r e e r s  in  Au s t r a lia

https://amsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/advancing_australias_knowledge_economy.pdf
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The Assumption
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Ph D Ca r e e r s  in  Au s t r a lia

https://amsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/advancing_australias_knowledge_economy.pdf

< 50% intend a 
career in 
academic 
research

https://amsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/advancing_australias_knowledge_economy.pdf
https://amsi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/advancing_australias_knowledge_economy.pdf
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From: McCarthy & Wienk. Advancing 
Australia’s knowledge Economy. 
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Ho w  c a n  w e  g e t  b a c k  o n  t r a c k  in  p u b lic  ( a n d  
e v e n  o t h e r  a c a d e m ic )  o p in io n ?



15ACGR Researcher Development Framework

W e  n e e d  r e s e a r c h  c a p a b ilit y  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r
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Le v e ls  o f In d u s t r y  
En g a g e m e n t  in  HDR 

Pr o g r a m s
Th e m a t ic  a n a ly s is  o f 35  d e t a ile d  w r it t e n  r e s p o n s e s  a b o u t  t h e  t y p e s  o f 

in d u s t r y  e n g a g e m e n t  w it h in  in s t it u t io n s

FRAMEWORK
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o

Le v e ls  o f In d u s t r y  
En g a g e m e n t

Light-touch Collaboration Co-funding Embedded Integrated
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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S Y D N E Y   ·   M O T U S  L A B

Developing AI Digital Humans for People 
Living with Acquired Brain Injury Through 
Co-Design

Bey Alivand
PhD Candidate · Business Information Systems

The Challenge

More than 700,000 Australians live with 
acquired brain injury. Everyday life, 
communication and social interaction can 
be overwhelming.

The Innovation

AI-powered digital humans that adapt 
communication, simplify information, 
personalise support and let users engage at 
their own pace.

The Co-Design and 
Communities

Design with them not just for them. Guided 
by lived experience, community 
partnership and participatory design.

Societal Impact

Supports independence, confidence and 
offers accessible interaction. Developing 
cutting-edge AI for real world problem; for 
an impact. 

Beyond the Ivory Tower : Multiple Pathways

 Commercialisation & Economic Innovation

 Scalability to Healthcare and Community Support 

(e.g. palliative care) 

 Industry–University Partnership
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https://vimeo.com/1011236610?&login=true#_=_

https://vimeo.com/1011236610?&login=true#_=_
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W e  n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  m o r e
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W e  n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  m o r e
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W e  n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  m o r e
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W e  n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  m o r e
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W e  n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  m o r e
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Qu e s t io n s ? Co m m e n t s ?
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