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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2021 #UKCGE21 

Annual Confer-

ence 21— 

Resilience in Postgraduate Education: Adapting, Supporting, Sustaining. 

This year, like few before, has demonstrated the remarkable resilience of the UK’s postgraduate sec-

tor. In the face of continued uncertainty and repeated disruption, we collectively embraced digital 

innovation, accelerating the transformation in the delivery and assessment of postgraduate educa-

tion. 

Delivered via Zoom, the conference is a mix of paid for Keynote Session and free-to-attend Fringe 

Events. Both featuring high-quality and informative workshops and seminars, led by sector colleagues 

presenting the latest sector research and sharing good practice experiences. 

Find out more and book your place here: 

http://www.ukcge.ac.uk/events/ac21-176.aspx 

Keynote Sessions 

Each Keynote Session features at 

least one plenary keynote presenta-

tion followed by a selection of paral-

lel paper presentations and work-

shops sessions led by colleagues 

from across the postgraduate sector. 

 

PRICES & BOOKINGS 

Ticket prices for Keynote Sessions 

can be found on the conference 

webpage: 

http://www.ukcge.ac.uk/events/ac21-

176.aspx  

Morning Sessions 

The conference also includes free-to-

attend Morning Discussions. 

These sessions are a mix of 20/20 

presentations, 30-minute small 

group discussions and a variety of 

interactive workshops for both uni-

versity staff and postgraduate re-

searchers. 

Morning Discussions are free-of-

charge but places are strictly limited 

and available on a first-come-first-

served basis. 

http://www.ukcge.ac.uk/events/ac21-176.aspx
http://www.ukcge.ac.uk/events/ac21-176.aspx
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Monday 28th June 
Keynote Session 1 

3 

13.00 Conference Briefing & Pre-Conference Networking 

13.30 Welcome & Introduction 

13.40 

Keynote Presentation 

Reflecting back, looking forward: blending old and new approaches to postgraduate 
education 
Professor Barbara Dooley | University College Dublin and European University Association - 
Council for Doctoral Education  

14.15 

 
Keynote PGR Panel Discussion 

The Postgraduate Researcher Experience 

Ross Goldstone | Cardiff University 

Hannah Gormley | University of Edinburgh 

Anita Hashmi | Manchester Metropolitan University 

 

14.45 Break 

15.05 Oral Presentation 

Flexible fundamentals for fluidity in Postgraduate 
teaching and learning 

Dr Faye Taylor & Dr Alex Hiller | Nottingham Business 
School 

Pivoting to digital 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

Oral Presentation 

Acknowledging and responding to the ‘doctoral 
supervision waiting room’: the SHU Research Su-
pervisor Passport 

Dr Nicola Palmer & Dr Richard Tresidder | Sheffield 
Hallam University 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

15.35 Changeover 
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Monday 28th June— Keynote Session 1 

15.40 Oral Presentation 

Widening Access to PGR in Doctoral Training Part-
nerships 

Hannah Gormley & Diane Gill | University of Edinburgh 

Widening participation 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

Workshop 

Post-Pandemic Pedagogy or ‘If students have their 
cameras off, do they really exist?’ 

Vincent Adams & Emma Cripps | University of Ports-
mouth 

Pivoting to digital 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

16.10 Changeover 

16.15 
Oral Presentation 

Pandemic Lessons? Exploring positives and 
pitfalls in online doctoral college provisions 

Dr Katryna Kalawsky, Dr Duncan Stanley & Prof Elizabeth 
Peel | Loughborough University 

Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

16.45 Close of Session 
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Tuesday 29th June 
Morning Session A 
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10.00 Briefing 

10.05 20:20 presentation 

FAIL - Further Attempt In Learning: Using 'failure' to support research during Covid-19 

Davina Whitnall & Dr Ursula Hurley | University of Salford 

Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

10.15 20:20 presentation 

Adapting Research Student Training and Development to Integrate Personal Development and Wellbe-
ing Support for Research Students 

Dr Richy Hetherington, Dr Gail De Blaquiere, Kate Aitchison, Michael Atkinson, Dr Lucy Robinson, Rob Bedford, Dr 
Laura Leonardo, Laura Stevenson & Simon Coterill | Newcastle University 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

  

10.25 Changeover 

10.30 Small Group Discussion 

Remote residential pro-
grammes: adapting in-person 
residential programmes to the 
pandemic era 

Dr Elena Forasacco & Dr Magdalena 
Jara | Imperial College London, 
Graduate School 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  

Small Group Discussion 

We're not groupies...except 
when it comes to mixed meth-
ods doctoral research assign-
ments 

Dr Zita Lysaght | Institute of Educa-
tion, Dublin City University 

Adapting assessment 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

  

Small Group Discussion 

Research Integrity training for 
PGRs: a positive pivot 

Sam Oakley, Hannah Bialic, Julie 
Riddell & Susie Smillie| University of 
Glasgow 

Pivoting to digital 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

11.00 Close Session 
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Tuesday 29th June 
Keynote Session 2 
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14.00 Conference Briefing 

14.05 

Keynote Presentation 

How PGT provision has adapted to change and what happens next  
Dr Gale Macleod | University of Edinburgh 

14.40 Changeover 

14.45 Oral Presentation 

A series of setbacks? Social ine-
qualities and the journey to 
postgraduate taught study 

Dr Rosa Marvell | Oxford Brookes 
University 

Widening participation 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

Oral Presentation 

Tailoring Research Computing 
and Data Science Course Provi-
sion to Meet Postgraduate Stu-
dent and Employer Needs 

Dr Chris Cooling, Dr Katerina 
Michalickova, Dr John Pinney & Dr 
Jianliang Gao | Imperial College 
London 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Adapting PGT programmes 

Oral Presentation 

Preparing doctoral students for 
a relational future: Introducing 
the Relational Change Laborato-
ry pedagogy 

Dr Catherine Hasted | University of 
Cambridge 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

15.15 Break 

15.35 Workshop 

Has Interdisciplinarity been made easier by the 
Covid-related pivot to digital? 

Dr Debbi Marais | University of Warwick 

Pivoting to digital 
Adapting PGT programmes 

  

Workshop 

A Department-Led Model to Promote Doctoral to 
Faculty Diversity 

Dr Maureen Grasso & Dr Marcia Gumpertz | North Caro-
lina State University 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Widening participation 

  

16.35 Close of Session 
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Wednesday 30th June 
Morning Session B 
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10.30 Introduction & Briefing 

10.35 Oral Presentation 

The UK Research Supervision Survey (UKRSS) 

Dr Karen Clegg, Dr Gill Houston & Dr Owen Gower | UKCGE 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  

11.05 UKCGE Annual General Meeting 

11.30 Close Session  
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Wednesday 30th June 
Keynote Session 3 
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14.00 Conference Briefing 

14.05 

Keynote Presentation 

The UKCGE Research Supervision Recognition Programme 
Professor Stan Taylor | Durham University 
Dr Kay Guccione | Glasgow Caledonian University  

14.45 Changeover 

14.50 Oral Presentation 

Postgraduate research stu-
dents' experiences of the coro-
navirus pandemic: How might 
we be best supported? 

Ross Goldstone | Cardiff University 
Jingwen Zhang | University of Man-
chester 
Victoria Christodoulides | University 
of Bath 

Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

Oral Presentation 

Diversity Data in Cancer Re-
search UK Manchester Centre 
Postgraduate Research Funding: 
Ensuring EDI in the Next Genera-
tion of Cancer Research Leaders 

Dr Georgina Binnie | Manchester 
Cancer Research Centre 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Recruitment and induction 

  

Oral Presentation 

Forming a professional doctoral 
reading and writing identity 

Dr Amanda French | Birmingham 
City University 

Building and sustaining cohorts 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

15.20 Break 
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Wednesday 30th June— Keynote Session 3 

9 

15.40 Oral Presentation 

Teaching Emotion to Build Re-
searcher Resilience 

Dr Jo Ferrie | University of Glasgow 

Adapting PGT programmes 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

Workshop 

Behind closed screens: where 
are supervisors learning to su-
pervise? 

Dr Kay Guccione | Glasgow Caledo-
nian University 

Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

  

Graduate School Managers Net-
work Session 

  

16.10 Changeover 

16.15 Oral Presentation 

Finding ways to flourish  Explor-
ing connections  between  doc-
toral students’ well-being,  re-
silience and  support to comple-
tion. 

Dr Janet McCray | University of 
Chichester 
Dr Paul Joseph-Richard | Ulster 
University 

Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

16.45 Close of Session 
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Thursday 1st July 
Morning Session C 
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10.00 Briefing 

10.05 
20:20 Presentation 

Deliberative Pedagogy and International Business Education: Lessons from International MBA Class-
room  

Aleksandra Griazina, Dr Spiros Batas & Prof Denise Hawkes | University of Greenwich 

Adapting PGT programmes 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  

10.15 
20:20 presentation 

Adapting the postgraduate research student journey in the context of the global pandemic to foster 
heightened inclusion, widening participation and academic resilience. 

Andrea Stein & Dr Rod Dubrow-Marshall | University of Salford 

Adapting doctoral research & training 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  

10.25 Changeover 

10.30 
Workshop 

Mental Health and Wellbeing of PGRs: Pandemic 
Pinch Points and Good Practice 

Dr Katryna Kalawsky | Loughborough University 

Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

  

Workshop 

PGR Interns: Researcher Development's Secret 
Weapon in the year of the Pandemic PhD 

Dr Joanna Royle, Charlie Rex & Dickon Copsey | Universi-
ty of Glasgow 

Pivoting to digital 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

  

11.30 Close Session 
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Thursday 1st July 
Keynote Session 4 
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14.00 Conference Briefing 

14.05 

Keynote Panel Discussion 

Pivoting to Digital – A Discussion Session | Supported by Inkpath 
Dr Louise Bamford | Brunel University 
Dr Steve Joy | University of Cambridge 
Dr Tina Ramkalawan | Brunel University 

14.40 Changeover 

14.45 Oral Presentation 

An Engineering Management 
Online Masters Programme 
Designed with a Multidiscipli-
nary Approach for the Next 
Generation of Industry Leaders 

Prof Ian Robertson, Dr Ian 
Fouweather & Dr Megan Kime | 
University of Leeds 

Pivoting to digital 
Building and sustaining cohorts 

  

Oral Presentation 

Sustaining students in a pan-
demic: the Pastoral Peer Sup-
port Groups 

Dr Laura Leonardo, Jecel Censoro & 
Teresa Garrido Tamayo  | Newcastle 
University 

Building and sustaining cohorts 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  
  
  

Oral Presentation 

Exploring, encouraging, and 
learning from the inclusive 
teaching practices of graduate 
teaching assistants in Higher 
Education 

Dr Julia Sarju & Dr Leonie Jones | 
University of York 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Pivoting to digital 

  

15.15 Break 

15.35 Workshop 

Evidence and reflections on organising a large 
online multi-track research student conference 
across the science and engineering disciplines 

Dr Gail de Blaquiere & Dr Phillip Lord | Newcastle Uni-
versity 

Pivoting to digital 
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

  

Deans & Directors of Graduate Schools Network 
Session 

16.35 Close of Session 
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Friday 2nd July 
Morning Session D 
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10.00 Briefing 

10.05 20:20 Presentation 

Improving support for Postgraduate students with mental health challenges: the overlooked consider-
ation of disclosure 

Amy Zile, Dr Bryony Porter, Prof Kenda Crozier & Prof Kristy Sanderson | University of East Anglia 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Widening participation 

10.15 Changeover 

10.20 
Workshop 

How has the value of the doctorate shifted? Map-
ping post-Covid innovation to a model of Doctoral 
Value How has the Value of the Doctorate 

Dr Kay Guccione | Glasgow Caledonian University 
Dr Billy Bryan | Technopolis  

Adapting doctoral research & training 

Building and sustaining cohorts  

Workshop 

From the Covid experience to 'back to normal': 
best practice in facilitating inclusive PGR events 

Dr Cathy Coombs &  Anita Hashmi | Manchester Metro-
politan University 

Pivoting to digital 
Widening participation 

  

11.20 Close Session 
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Friday 2nd July 
Keynote Session 5 
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14.00 Conference Briefing 

14.05 

Keynote Presentation 

Doctoral Education: what have we learned in the last year? 
Professor Douglas Halliday | University of Durham & UKCGE Executive Committee 

14.40 Changeover 

14.45 Oral Presentation 

Supporting community belong-
ing and building sustained co-
hort identity among postgradu-
ate research students 

Dr Maria Photiou, Dr Neil Radford 
& Prof Paul Lynch | University of 
Derby 

Building and sustaining cohorts 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

Oral Presentation 

Observations from five years of 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
training for chemistry postgrad-
uates students: looking back and 
looking forward 

Dr Leonie Jones | University of York 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Pivoting to digital 

  

Oral Presentation 

History and Relationship 
Matters: Segmented Isomor-
phism in UK Social Science Doc-
toral Provision 

Dr Richard Budd | Lancaster Univer-
sity 
Dr Catherine O'Connell | Liverpool 
Hope University 

Adapting PGT programmes 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

15.15 Break 
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Friday 2nd July— Keynote Session 5 
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15.35 Oral Presentation 

Strategies to increase cohort 
building in online teaching 

Dr Natasha Croome | Imperial Col-
lege London 

Building and sustaining cohorts 

  

Oral Presentation 

Postgrads at the Edge: Lessons 
from individuals who completed 
a PhD on a part-time basis in 
Ireland 

Maeve O'Regan | Trinity College 
Dublin 

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Postgraduate sector’s response to Covid-19 

  

Oral Presentation 

‘When you are far from family 
abroad’: What being part of a 
small community means for in-
ternational doctoral scholars 
during the pandemic 

Dr Dely Lazarte Elliot & Dr Kara 
Makara | University of Glasgow 

Building and sustaining cohorts 
Adapting doctoral research & training 

  

16.05 Changeover 

16.10 Closing Plenary Session 

16.30 End of Conference 



UK Council for 

Graduate Education 

The UK Council for Graduate Education is a 

vibrant and engaged membership community 

of higher education institutions committed to 

excellence in postgraduate education. 

THE VOICE OF THE 
POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY 

A registered charity and not-for-profit organisation, we champion and enhance postgraduate education through 

world-class learning and professional development events, sharing best-practice developments and peer-to-peer 

learning opportunities, commissioning cutting-edge research, and making policy recommendations to promote a 

strong and sustainable postgraduate sector. 

To find out how we can help you:  

www.ukcge.ac.uk 

+44 (0)1543 308602 

UK Council for Graduate Education. 

Lichfield Centre, 

The Friary, 

Lichfield, 

Staffordshire, 

WS13 6QG. 

UNITED KINGDOM. 

UK REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1061495. 


